[image: ]



High Level Course Design –WealthAbility® 2025 Annual Tax Strategy Conference - Tax Strategies for The Lifecycle of a Business from Start-up to Exit and Legacy

Program Knowledge Level – Intermediate Prerequisites: Basic knowledge of tax planning for the lifecycle of a business.
	A – The Value of Tax Planning for Entrepreneurs (Day 1) (Fields of Study: Business Management & Organization – Non-technical)
	30 min

30 min

30 min
	·  Explain the strategic importance of proactive tax planning
· Identify key tax saving opportunities and pitfalls
· Apply tax planning framework
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Acquire knowledge and tools to apply proactive tax planning strategies throughout the entrepreneurial business lifecycle
	Robert Kiyosaki
	Tom Wheelwright

	B – Tax Decisions for the Lifecycle of a Business - Overview (Day 1) (Fields of Study: Taxes – Technical) 
	15 min

15 min


	· Outline key stages in the business lifecycle
· Recognize how tax decisions evolve as a business grows

	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Recognize key tax considerations and planning decisions across the business lifecycle
	Tom Wheelwright
	Tom Wheelwright

	C – Tax Considerations for Entity Structure Decision (Day 1)
(Fields of Study: Taxes – Technical)
	
30 min

15 min



	· Compare the tax implications of common business entity structures
· Identify key tax factors that influence the selection of entities
· Evaluate how different structures impact long-term tax strategy
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key Learning: Evaluate and compare the tax implications of various business entity structures
	Michael Uadiale
	Tom Wheelwright

	D – Asset Protection Considerations for Entity Decision (Day 1)
(Field of Study: Finance – Technical)
	
30 min

20 min


	· Evaluate real world scenarios where entity selection played a critical role
· Explain how jurisdiction, ownership structure and operation practices can enhance or undermine the asset protection function of an entity
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group Discussion
· Key Learning: Assess and compare business entity structures based on asset protection considerations, analyze legal and tax factors influencing entity choice
	Doug Lodmell
	Tom Wheelwright

	E –Start Up Costs and Accounting Method Elections (Day 1)
(Field of Study: Finance - Technical
	30 min

20 min
	· Define start-up costs, organizational costs, and capital expenditures
· Identify criteria and limitations for deducting and amortizing start-up costs
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Classify and apply tax rules to start-up and organizational costs
	Louanne Gagnon
	Tom Wheelwright

	F – Maximize Business Deductions (Day 1) (Field of Study: Tax – Technical)
	30 min

20 min
	· Apply key IRS standards to determine the deductibility of various business expenses
· Recognize high-risk areas for IRS scrutiny
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Identify and apply IRS standards to maximize legitimate business deductions, evaluate timing and structuring strategies, and integrate deduction planning into a comprehensive tax strategy while managing audit risk and compliance requirements.
	Tom Wheelwright
	Tom Wheelwright

	G – Tax Deductions for Investing Outside of a Business Oil & Gas, Real Estate, Stock Market Investing (Day 1) (Field of Study: Tax – Technical)
	30 min

30 min
	· Compare the tax treatment and deduction opportunities associated with three major investment categories
· Evaluate the limitations, risks and compliance considerations associated with claiming deductions across different investment types
· Understand how investment structure impacts the availability and timing of deductions
	· Group discussion
· Key Learning: Compare tax treatments across oil and gas, real estate, and stock market investments; identify key deductions and incentives; assess associated risks and compliance rules; and integrate tax-efficient strategies into broader financial and estate planning.
	Tom Wheelwright, Robert Kiyosaki, Kim Lochridge, Doug Lodmell, Patrick Donahoe, and John Engle
	Tom Wheelwright

	
	
	
	
	
	

	H –Sales and Marketing for CPAs (Day 2)
(Field of Study: Communications and Marketing – Non-technical)

	30 min

20 min
	· Develop clear and compelling messaging that communicates value and expertise to prospective clients
· Identify effective strategies for building and nurturing client relationships that drive business growth and retention.
	Instructor posed questions	Comment by Clarissa Urquidez: Jamie: Responding to your @mention in the Asana task, you asked for guidance here.  I don’t see anything in your Actual Notes for this and I know Richard Duncan was on right at 8:15.  Was there a “review of the prior day” or was that skipped due to Richard’s speaking? 
If the priors day learning did take place quickly, then the Key Learning would be a summary of Day 1.  Let me know if this makes sense. 
· Key Learning: Practical sales and marketing strategies tailored to professional services

	Rick Grossman & Tom Wheelwright
                                                                                     



	Tom Wheelwright

	I– Maximizing Depreciation and Renovation Expenses (Day 2) (Field of Study: Taxes – Technical)
	30 min
30 min

	·  Differentiate between capital improvements, repairs, and maintenance expenses
· Recognize compliance considerations and documentation requirements to support depreciation
· Evaluate strategies for cost segregation studies to accelerate depreciation and increase current-year deductions
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key Learning: Distinguish between types of property-related expenses, apply depreciation strategies such as Section 179 and bonus depreciation, optimize treatment of leasehold and qualified improvement property, and ensure compliance through proper documentation and audit readiness.
	Kim Lochridge
	Tom Wheelwright

	J – Taking Advantage of Passive Losses (Day 2) (Field of Study: Taxes – Technical)
	30 min

30 min

	· Explain the IRS passive activity loss rules under IRC §469
· Identify common sources of passive losses
· Evaluate strategies for unlocking passive losses
· Apply real world scenarios to determine when and how passive losses can offset income
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key Learning: Apply IRS passive activity loss rules 
	Tom Wheelwright






	Tom Wheelwright


	K – Multi-state Tax Planning Opportunities (Day 2) (Field of Study: Tax - Technical
	30 min

15 min
	· Recognize planning opportunities to minimize state income, franchise, and sales tax liabilities
· Identify key tax considerations and compliance requirements for businesses and individuals
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Navigate multi-state tax compliance and planning 
	Tom Wheelwright
	Tom Wheelwright

	L – Preparing Clients for Acquisitions (Day 2) (Field of Study: Business Management & Organization – Non Technical
	30 min

20 min

	· Explain the role of tax due diligence in uncovering potential liabilities, exposure and negotiation
· Identify key tax considerations in the acquisition process
· Evaluate tax implications of acquisitions from both the buyers and sellers perspectives
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key Learning: Guide clients through the acquisition process

	JB Brown

	Tom Wheelwright


	M – Tax Implications of Mergers, Acquisitions and Reorganizations (Day 2) (Field of Study: Taxes – Technical)
	30 min

20 min
	· Analyze various types of mergers, acquisitions and reorganizations through case studies
· Evaluate impact of transaction choices
· Apply IRS rules to practical scenarios
· Identify common pitfalls and planning opportunities 
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Analyze mergers, acquisitions, and reorganizations
	Karen Manahan & Mayra Rodriguez



	Tom Wheelwright







	N – Tax Implications of the Sale or Transfer of an Ownership Interest (Day 2) (Field of Study: Tax – Technical)
	30 min

20 min


	·  Explain the tax consequences of selling or transferring ownership interests
· Identify key tax issues
· Evaluate planning strategies


	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Understand the tax consequences of ownership interest sales or transfers across entity types
	Maria Callahan
	Tom Wheelwright




	O – Handling Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets – Tax and Asset Protection Implications (Day 2) (Field of Study: Tax – Technical)
	30 min

30 min
	· Define goodwill and other common intangible assets
· Describe the tax treatment of goodwill and intangible assets
· Evaluate strategies for structuring intangible assets
· Understand the interplay between intangible asset planning and asset protection techniques
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key Learning: Comprehend the recognition, valuation, and tax treatment of goodwill and intangible assets
	Tom Wheelwright & Doug Lodmell
	Tom Wheelwright

	
	
	
	
	
	

	P – Practice Management & Technology (Day 3)
(Field of Study: Business Management & Organization – Non-technical)
	30 min

20 min
	· Evaluate software and digital tools that enhance workflow efficiency, client communication and document management
· Implement best practices for integrating technology into tax practice operations

	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key Learning: Identify and address practice management challenges by evaluating and implementing technology solutions
	Tom Wheelwright
& Gary Boomer
	Tom Wheelwright

	Q– Tax Considerations of Transferring a Business to Heirs (Day 3) (Field of Study: Taxes -Technical)
	30 min

30 min


	· Explain valuation methods and strategies used to determine the fair market value of a business interest for transfer purposes
· Analyze techniques to minimize tax liabilities during intergenerational business transfers
· Understand the compliance and reporting requirements associated with transferring business interests to heirs
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key learning: Identify key tax issues in transferring a business to heirs
	Craig Hersch
	Tom Wheelwright

	R – Using Life Insurance for Succession Planning (Day 3) (Field of Study: Finance – Technical)
	30 min

20 min
	· Compare different types of Life insurance policies and their appropriateness for succession planning strategies
· Identify how life insurance can be integrated into buy-sell agreements
· Apply practical planning techniques to structure life insurance to achieve both business and tax objectives
	· Instructor posed questions
· Key learning: Evaluate the role and types of life insurance in succession planning
	Patrick Donohoe
	Tom Wheelwright

	S – Dissolution Tax Considerations – Partnership vs Corporation (Day 3) (Field of Study: Taxes -Technical)
	30 min

25 min
	· Compare the tax consequences of dissolving a partnership versus a corporation
· Identify key differences in the treatment of asset distribution
· Evaluate tax planning strategies to minimize adverse consequences during dissolution
	· Instructor posed questions
· Group discussion
· Key learning: Compare tax consequences and reporting requirements of dissolving partnerships versus corporations
	Vonda Henry & Shelita Hall
	Tom Wheelwright



* SMS = Subject Matter Specialist

Notes: 
CPE Summary by Day:  
 Day 1:	 3.5 Taxes - Technical
	1.5 Business Management & Organization – Non-technical
	2 Finance - Technical
Day 2:	 
	1 Communications and Marketing – Non-technical
	6.5 Taxes - Technical
	1 Business Development & Organization – Non-Technical

Day 3:	1 Finance - Technical
	2 T axes – Technical
	1 Business Development & Organization – Non-Technical

CPE Summary by Total: 19.5 Hours 

3.5 Business Management & Organization – Non-Technical    
3 Finance – Technical
1 Communications and Marketing – Non-technical
12 Taxes – Technical
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